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SUBJECT: PROBLEMS AT ALEXANDRIA PORT: PL-480 PRECEDENCE 
REE: (A) ALEXANDRIA 0599, (B) ALEXANDRIA 0616 

1 . DURING PORT RECONNAISANCE 14 JULY (REFTEL A), WE WERE 
PLEASED TO SEE SS VIRGO STILL IN PLACE AT SILOS PIER AND WERE 
TOLD SHE MIGHT FINISH UNLOADING THAT EVENING OR NEXT MORNING. 

2. WHETHER IT WAS CAPTAIN'S STUBBORNNESS OR OUR REPRESENTATIONS 
IS UNIMPORTANT. POINT IS THAT HE STAYED AT PIER. BY DEDUCTION 
AND PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE, WE PRESUME "PRESSURE" ON PORT CAPTAIN 
CAME EROM AGENTS OF SS ARGIS BRAVERY, WAITING TO DOCK SINCE JULY 
5, TATHER THAN FROM "RECEIVERS" PORT CAPTAIN CITED. 

3. INCIDENT DOES, HOWEVER, HIGHLIGHT POSSIBLE PROBLEM FOR FUTURE. 
GOE'S REPEATED ASSURANCES THAT PL-480 CARGOES WILL RECEIVE 
PRIORITY DOCKING AND OEF-LOADING MAY BE EXPECTED EACE INCREASINGLY 
TOUGH TESTS. DOCKING BRITISH FLAG VESSEL AT NOMINALLY SILOS PIER 

81 WITH FROZEN MEAT CARGO (PARA 2 REETEL B), WHILE ONE US AND TWO 
GREEK FLAG VESSELS CARRYING GRAIN WAITED IN INNER HARBOR 
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ANCHORAGE, WAS PI JR FLY ACADEMIC FOR MOMENT SINCE IT IMPOSSIBLE 
UNLOAD THERE OVER EXISTING STACKS OF GRAIN BAGS. IF IN NEXT FEW 
DAYS TRANSPORT MINISTRY SUCCEEDS IN CLEARING DOCK, SHOULD WE INSIST 
BRITISH VESSLE BE MOVED AND PL-480 CARRIER BERTHED? 

4. EURTHER, AS MORE AMERICAN FLAG VESSELS CARRYING PL-480 WAIT 
PIER SPACE, AND FOREIGN FLAG VESSELS WITH PL-480 ALSO WAIT, WE 
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ARE GOING TO COME UNDER INCREASING PRESSURE TO SEEK "SUPER- 
PREFERENCE" FOR AMERICAN FLAG VESSELS. WE HAVE ALREADY HAD ON 
SUCH PLEA WHICH RESOLVED ITSELF WHAN A SECOND SILOS PIER 
BECAME AVAILABLE THE SAME DAY. 

5. SYMPATHETIC AS I AM TO EXPEDITING THE US VESSEL IN INTERESTS 
OF COMMERCE AND PROFIT, MY INCLINATION IS TO RESPECT THE PORT 
AUTHORITIES STANDARD PRIORITIES WITHIN CONTEXT OF PL-480 CARGO 
PREFERENCE. THAT IS, THE FIRST SHIP ARRIVED WITH PL-480 CARGO 
GETS NEXT AVAILABLE DOCK SPACE, REGARDLESS OF FLAG. I AM SURE 
PORT OFFICIALS WILL INTERPRET OUR AGREEMENT THAT WAY, AND IN THE 
ABSENCE OF BRIBES FROM US AND ALMOST CERTAINTY OF BRIBES FROM 
OTHERS, WILL INSIST UPON IT. 

6. ALSO, AS IN CASE OF SS VIRGO ABOVE, THERE MAY ARISE TIMES 
WE WILL WANT TO INSIST UPON IT, TOO. 

CHASE 
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